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I am pleased to tell you that our campus has
earned the 2015 Carnegie Community
Engagement Classification in partnership with
the UT Institute of Agriculture.
The Office of Research and Engagement
coordinated the application, which was
submitted last spring. I want to thank and
congratulate the many faculty, staff, and
community members involved in our successful
pursuit of this designation.
We are part of an elite group of just fifty-two universities in the “very high
intensity” research classification to have earned the designation.
The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the New
England Resource Center for Higher Education administer the program, which
acknowledges universities and colleges for their commitment to strengthening
the bond between campus and community.
We are proud to be recognized for our work and expect that our partnerships
will grow and new relationships will develop as we go forward.
Community engagement is a key part of our nation's evolving higher education
agenda, and earning and maintaining this designation will advance our goal to
become a Top 25 public research university.
It is wonderful to kick off the new year with this great news. I look forward to
working with you in 2015.
For more information, visit nerche.org.
To learn more about UT's community engagement, visit engagement.utk.edu.
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Sincerely,
Jimmy G. Cheek
Chancellor
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